JACK-BOOT AND PETTICOAT
to exercise a direct control over his personal expenses: he sur-
rendered to the nation his life interest in the hereditary revenues
of the Crown, and all claims to any surplus which might accrue
from them, in return for a fixed civil list of .£800,000 a year
* for the support of his household and the honour and dignity
of his crown/ And he further revealed his wisdom in breddng
with post-Revolution practice of requiring the judges to resign
their offices on the death of the sovereign, so that his successor
might reappoint them. This excellent reform was accordingly
confirmed by statute, and so delighted were the judges that they
took the first opportunity to wait upon the King, 'in their
robes,' to thank him for his graciousness. Parliament was dis-
solved on March ipth, 1761, and writs were issued for a new
election, which, the King hoped, would be carried through
without recourse to bribery.
No king had a higher conception of his duty than George III.
It was his plain duty to marry and procreate children. Where
was his bride to come from? His mother was convinced that
only Germany could produce a personable consort for so young
and inexperienced a King. German princesses were so carefully
brought up in the stern morality of Lutheranism; and they
invariably did what their husbands—and their mothers-in-law—
wanted them to do. But George had a different idea in his
mind. Why should he not have an English queen ? And why
should not that queen be Lady Sarah Lennox, the youngest
daughter of Charles, Duke of Richmond ? Not only was she
a very charming young person, but she was a descendant of
Charles II; and George was much attracted by her.
The young King was a bashful lover. While he often met
and talked with the Lady Sarah, he could never summon up
the courage to ask her to be his wife, though more than once
he inflicted his halting proposals upon third parties. Wily Henry
Fox, her brother-in-law, did all he could to bring about a match;
his eye was always keen to recognize opportunities for social
and political advancement. So the young King was invited to
Holland House to see the Lady Sarah play Jane Shore in Nicholas
Rowe's play of that name, and probably shared Horace Walpole's
enthusiasm for her entrancing loveliness—e no Magdalen by
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